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Nhiéu ngudi trong ching ta thudng noi rang ngudi My
— tiéng dung chung cho ca nhan, chinh tri gia, dinh
ché, chinh phu -theo “chu nghia thuc dung”
(pragmatism). Khi to y ché bai, thi phé phan nay cé
nghia 1a ngudi My khéng cé mét ly tudng rd rang, hé
thay diéu gi co Igi cho minh thi lam, quén ca muc tiéu
ma minh mudn theo dudi tUr ban dau. Khi ngdi khen, thi
phé phan nay ham y la nguci My khong cau né&, khong
clrng nhac tuan theo nguyén tac, ma trai lai bi€t linh
ddng theo tinh thé&, san sang thay ddi phuong cach
hanh dong cling nhu dudng 16i hay chinh sach. Su
dung cum tu “chu nghia thuc dung” véi nhirng ham vy
nay thiét nghi khong chinh xac, n€u khdng nadi la lam
dung ch{r nghia, bdi 18 hanh ddng theo cung cach doi
téi dbi lui thi khdng thé goi la theo mét “chu nghia” nao
ca! Thiét nghi ndi rdng ngudi My “thuc té&”, “thuc tién”
(practical) thi c6 I1€ dung hon.

Khong phai chi co khdng it ngugi Viét chung ta khong
hi€u vé chl nghia thuc dung, ma ngay ca nhiéu ngudi
My co hoc cling kha mo ho vé nd. That vay, dau nam
2012, dai phat thanh National Public Radio & thanh phd
New York (WNYC) tudng thuat rang 3 chir
pragmatic/pragmatism/pragmatist dugc cu’ dan mang
tim kiém nhiéu nhat, cling nhu da dudc cac phuadng tién
truyén thong dai ching dung nhiéu nhat vao nam 2011
sau khi Tdng Théng Obama tuyén bd réang 6ng va lich
trinh hanh dong cua 6ng tu khi van dong tranh cur dén
lic b8y gid van nhat quan, nghia 13 “pragmatic” va



“pragmatist.” (Pragmatism and American Experience:
An Introduction, TG Joan Richardson, NXB Cambridge,
2014, tr.1-2)

Chu nghia thuc dung thuc ra da dugc nguGi My va thé
gi®i cong nhan la mot trao Iuu tri€t hoc, ra ddi trén dat
MY t&r hon mét trdm ndm nay. N6 cang ngay cang pho
cap trong ddi song cling nhu trong cac lanh vuc giao
duc, phap luat, chinh tri, ngoai giao vv. Hoa Ky. Nhiéu
nha triét hoc noi ti€ng thé& gidi d3 nghién clu phong
trao tri€t hoc mdi nay mot cach nghiém tuc, coi do la
mot san pham tri tué cdia nudc My déng gdp vao kho
tang tri€t hoc thé gidi.

Trudc khi gidi thiéu nbi dung cua chu nghia thuc dung,
thiét nghi nén dé cép sa lugc vé triét hoc dé tur dé
chiing ta co thé nhén ra nhitng khdm pha “*mgi” clua
phong trao tri€t hoc nay.

So Ludgc Veé Triét Hoc

Triét hoc la gi? That ra chua c6 moét dinh nghia nao vé
triet hoc dugc dua ra ma khong gay tranh cai. Xuat x&
tu ti€Eng Hy Lap (philosophia), triét hoc cé nghia la
“long yéu thuadng tri thdc hay su khon ngoan” (love of
knowledge or wisdom), ma muc tiéu la nham nghién
clru dé tim hiéu cac pham tru dac trung tong quat va
trbu tudgng nhat cla thé gidi (su song, chét, linh hon,
than linh, thuong d€, vv.) va cac pham tru giup cho con



ngudi suy nghi (tri oc, vat chat, chan ly, vv.) Theo
nhiéu nghién cltu, thi tri€t hoc Béng phudng, dac biét
Trung Hoa va An D9, cé trudc triét hoc Ty phuong rat
lau, nhung chu yéu nghiéng vé ton gido, tic thubc loai
pham tru trudc, hon la loai pham tru sau. Tri€t hoc xuat
phat tu tinh to mo, hi€u ky cling nhu long ao udc cua
con ngudi mudn biét va hiéu. Cach day vai tram nam vi
chua co diéu kién giao luu thuong xuyén, cho nén triét
Tay ti€p tuc phat trién mot cac ddc 1ap. Nhung du triét
Pbong hay triét Tay, triet hoc ndéi chung déu mang it
nhiéu tinh cach tra van (inquiry); nhung khi tra van,
triét Ty thudng theo mot dién trinh kha qui udc, gdbm
cac giai doan nhu phan tich, phé binh, giai thich va
tébng quat hda dé cd thé giup tién liéu nhitng tinh hudng
tudng lai. Trong diéu kién nay, nghién clu triét hoc doi
hoi it nhiéu thong minh, hay it nhat ngudi nghién cdu
khong thé thi€u nhitng kién thic cdn ban nao do.

Trudc nam 1975, tai Mién Nam Viét Nam, hoc sinh nam
cudi cung cua chudng trinh trung hoc phai hoc va thi
trong ky thi tot nghiép Tu Tai II hai moén luan ly hoc va
dao duc hoc; rieng hoc sinh ban van chuong con phai
thém mon tam ly hoc. Cac kién thi’'c nhap mon nay
khdng nhifng gilp ho tu duy va hiéu biét mot tong quat
thé& gidi triru tugng vira ndi, ma con hudng dan va thic
day ho tra van vé nhiéu pham tru ma sau nay khi ra ddi
ho sé& cd thé thuc su ddi phd.

Tri€t hoc nhu ndi trén nham tra van nhitng pham tru
ma ngudi nghién cdu quan tam. Nhung trén ddi nay, co



bi€t bao van dé dang quan tam! Theo truyén thong,
triét hoc chia ra 5 nganh chinh:

— Siéu hinh hoc (metaphysics) nghién clfu vé ban
chat can ban cua hién thuc va hién hitu. Chia ra hai chi
nhanh: hién thé hoc (ontology, nghién clru hién thé —
tic “being”) va vi tru hoc (cosmology, nghién cdu vé
nguon goc vi tru qua ton giao, truyén thuyét va khoa
hoc);

- Tri thdc hoc (epistemology) nghién cdu vé ban
ch&t, can ban va su phéat trién cla tri thic (knowledge),
dé co thé gilp con ngudi khdm phé ra chan ly/diéu
dung/ dieu thuc (truth —-trong bai nay trong hau hét
trudng hap, cac tir chédn ly/dung/thuc cé thé dung thay
cho nhau vd@i y nhia tudgng tu) tim ki€ém moi quan hé
gitra tri thdc va niém tin;

— Luan ly hoc (logic) nghién cltu vé nhirng
nguyén tdc va phuadng phap ly luén, cé thé gilp ngudi
ta phan biét gi(ra chinh bién va nguy bién;

- Pao duc hoc (ethics) nghién clu vé cach cu xu,
ban tinh va nhirng hé théng gia tri cua con nguai;

— Thadm my hoc (aesthetics) nghién clru vé su
sang tao va nhirng nguyén tac nghé thuat va cai dep;
cling nhu tu tudng, cam nhan va thai do khi thay, nghe,
doc vé nhirng diéu dep dé.



Ngay nay ngudi ta con ké thém triét hoc vé ngdn ngit
(philosophy of language), xem no la quan trong vdai ly
do la moi tranh cai triét ly déu tu ngébn nglr ma ra. Cau
hoi chu y&u “Ngon ngif 1a gi?” Ngoai ra, moi nganh hoc
nhu khoa hoc, ton giao, phap luat déu co triét ly “riéng”
clia minh, ma cho dua chinh van 1a cac nganh triét hoc
k& trén.

C6 thé ndi moi ngudi trong chlng ta hdng ngay déu
phai duong dau vdi nhirng cau hoi hoac I6n hoac nho
mang it nhiéu tinh cach triét hoc: Vi tru tu dau sinh ra?
T6i la ai? Cudc ddoi nay dang song hay khong? Sau khi
chét linh hdn di vé dau? Tudn thugng |énh dé giét ngudi
ma toi biét rang lam nhu vay la sai, toi sé bi toi hay
khong? Ban dua vao dau ma noi ong ta dung hay sai?
Chi dua vao dau ma khen bUc tranh nay dep hoac xau,
quyén tiéu thuyét nay hay hodc dé? Ngay ca ngudi chu
trueng rang tim hiéu triét hoc chi 1ang phi thi gid, hay
cU tu nhién ma song, thi ngugi ay cling cho thay cai
triét ly séng cta minh!

TU d6 cd thé ndi nghién clru triét hoc gilp lam sang to
nhirtng diéu ngudi ta viét la dung hay sai, dang tin hay
nén ngd vuc; cling nhu gilp hiéu dudc ly do, hoan canh
clia mdt giai doan lich sir nao do dé co thé phé phéan
cho cong bang hon, cu xir cho van minh hon vv.



Xa hoi loai ngudi dugc xay dung trén nhirng tu tudng
triét hoc. Nhirng dinh ché nhu chinh quyén, luat phap,
tén gido, hoc dudng, hén nhan, gia dinh, td chl{c hanh
chanh, kinh t€, thugng mai, vv. thudng dudgc thiét lap
theo nhirng tu tudng triét hoc nhat quan. Thiéu tinh
nh&t quan nay, hay néu gay tao nhirng chuyén bién thd
bao vung vé thi dé dua dén dé v3. Dd v& bdi vi ngudi
cam quyén tin rang nhirng gi minh ra Iénh la t6i quan
trong, la chan ly trong khi thudc cap va dai chidng lai
suy nghi hoan toan trai ngugc.

Chu Nghia Thuc Dung

MOt ngudi Phap, Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859), khi
sang Hoa Ky nghién c(tu vé ché d6 nguc tu vao thé ky
18, to ra rat hing khdi vé sinh hoat chinh tri va sinh
hoat dan chu, van hda cua quoc gia non tré nay, da viét
ra mot quyén sach day, dudc dich it nhiéu Ian sang
ti€Eng Anh vdi tua dé “Democracy in America”, thudng
dudc nhidu chinh khach MY trich dan, da thay su thiéu
vang dang ngac nhién cua triét hoc ¢ qubc gia day sinh
dong nay. Ong viét: “T6i nghi rdng khéng cé mot quéc
gia nao trén thé gidi vdn minh nay lai it dé y tdi triét
hoc nhu tai Hoa Ky. Ngudi My khéng co trudng phai
triét hoc riéng cho minh, va ho khéng may dé y tdi
nhitng trudng phai ma theo dé chdu Au bi phan chia ra,
nhirng cai tén ma ho hiém khi bi€t dén.”



NEu Tocqueville con s6ng thém muci nam nira, cé thé
ong sé nghi khac. That vay, tu dau thap nién 1860 trd
di, sinh hoat triét hoc cua gidi tri thuc tre Hoa Ky da
chédm bat dau. Phong trao tri€t hoc chld nghia thuc
dung khéng ngirng phat trién cho dén nay, lan dan vao
nhiéu lanh vuc van hoc, nghé thuat, giao duc, phap ly,
vv. N6 khong nhirng dudc su hudng I'ng nong nhiét cua
gidi tri thi'c Hoa Ky, ma con dudc su ti€p nhan it de dat
han, néu khong ndi kha quan, cua gidi tri thdc bén
ngoai nguyén xU cua no.

Trudc khi di vao chi ti€t vé chu nghia thuc dung, xin
dua ra dudi ddy mot sé dinh nghia qua cac tu dién
khéng chuyén mon, dé xem ngudi ta dua ra nhiing dinh
nghia cé tinh cach dai ching vé trao luu triét hoc madi
nay nhu thé nao.

— Chu nghia thuc dung la mot hé thong hay mot
khuynh hudng trong triét hoc, trac nghiém gia tri cta
tat cd khai niém qua cdc két qua thuc tién. (Webster's
New World Dictionary of the American Language, NXB
The World Publishing Company, 1968, tr. 1146).

— Chu nghia thuc dung la mo6t chu thuyét cho
rang y nghi va tu tudng chi cé gia tri khi mang lai hé
qud, va rang két qua la trac nghiém duy nhét vé gia tri
hay dung cua mot niém tin cua con ngudi. (New
Illustrated Webster’s Dictionary of the English



Language, NXB PMC Publishing Company, Inc., 1992, tr.
761)

— Chu nghia thuc dung: mot triét ly, ly gidi chu
yéu bdi C.S. Pierce va Williams James, lugng gia cac
xac quyét ddn thudn bé&ng nhitng hé qua thuc tién, va
lien hé dén nhirng Igi ich cua con ngudi. (The Oxford
Encyclopedia English Dictionary, NXB OUP, 1996, tr.
1137)

- Chu nghia thuc dung: 1. (Tri€t hoc): mot phong
trao gom nhirng ly thuyét da dang nhung két hop vai
nhau, khdi ddu dugc khai trién béi Charles S. Pierce va
William James va dugc phan biét qua chu thuyét cho
rang y nghia cia mot tu tudng hay clia mot tién dé
(proposition) ndm & nhirng hau qua thuc tién coé thé
quan sat dudc; 2. mot phuong phéap thuc tién, thuc su
dé tiép can va danh gia cac tinh huéng va giai quyét
cac van dé (The American Heritage Dictionary of the
English Language, NXB Houghton Mifflin Co., 2000, tr.
1378)

- Chu nghia thuc dung nghi vé phuong cach giai
quyét cac van dé theo phuong cach thuc nghiém va
cam tinh hon la bang nhirtng y tudng va ly thuyét co
dinh (Oxford Advanced America Dictionary, NXB OUP,
2011, tr. 1146)



TU nhitng dinh nghia tdng quat quat nay, liéu ngudi ta
cd thé dua ra két ludn rang theo CNTD, mot chu thuyét
(doctrine), hay mot y nghi, mot tu tudng dudc xem la
dung va cé y nghia chi khi nao né dua dén moét hé qua
hitu ich cho con ngudi; con n€u né khong dem lai két
qua nhu mong muén, thi né chi Ia nhitng th& vé bo?
Pbay qua mot cau hoi quan trong dang dudc nghién clu
can thén trudc khi c6 ciu tra 18i. Ngoai ra, CNTD con
dudc xem nhu mot phudng cach (method) dem lai giai
phap cho cac tinh hudng. Tinh cach thuc tién clta hai
yéu td nay —hay co thé thém nhiing yéu té khac nira —
giup ich gi cho cubc song?

k >k >k

Trudc khi gidi thiéu CNTD va nhirng ngudi phat minh ra
nd, thi€t nghi nén dua ra y ki€n dé dat rang CNTD chi la
*mot cai tén mdi cho nhirng cach suy nghi ci” (a new
name for old ways of thinking) nhu William James da
dé nghi. Theo CNTD, moét y tudng phai dugc phé phan
qua cach thic hoat dong cua no, han la qua dang ve bé
ngoai hay qua ti€ng ndi phat ra. Phudng phap cua
CNTD dugc xem la gan gii v8i phudng phap khoa hoc;
hay noi ro hon la nd toan tinh dua cac phuong phap
khoa hoc vao triét hoc. Diéu nay khi€n nhiéu ngudi
xem CNTD la mot triét hoc ky quai cua ngudi My!

Theo CNTD, ngudi ta khdng thé phé phan rdang mot y
tudng la dang hay sai chi bang don thuan nhin né. N6
dugc xem la dung vai diéu kién la n6 ching to hiéu qua



khi lién hé dén qua kh( va tuang lai, va khi té chirc cac
trai nghiém hién tai lam thdéa man ching ta. Moty
tudng cé thé ding trong tinh huéng nay, nhung lai sai
trong hoan canh khac. Chang han, vé su chuyén dbng
cla mat trdi va nhirng hanh tinh 1an can, tu tudng cua
nha thién van hoc Ptolemy (100 -170) dudc xem la
dung trong mot thdi gian dai hdn ca nghin nam trudc
khi Copernicus (1473-1543) dua ra quan diém cla
minh. Gan day, dua vao ly thuyét tucng doi cua
Newton, cac nha thién van hoc hién dai, quan sat thay
su’ chuyén déng giadn di hon nhiéu so véi cac tinh toan
cua Copernicus. DO6i vGi nhirng nguai theo CNTD,
Ptolemy va Copernicus déu dung ca, nghia la ca hai ly
thuyét déu dung cho tdi khi chung khéng con hoat dong
hiéu qua nira.

Cling can noi thém: CNTD chua bao giG long trong
tuyén b rang mot y tudng clia moét ngudi sé dudc coi
la chan ly cho moi ngudi khi y tudng nay giup cho 6ng
ta dat dugc diéu gi do6 ma 6ng ta muodn. Diéu hoang
tudng ky vi nay co thé lam cho 6ng ta qua tu tin va
khién 6ng ta ra tay ché& ngu ké khac dé& nham dat muc
tiéu cua minh. Chinh diéu hoang tudng nay da gay ra
tham hoa cho nhiéu dan toc trén thé€ gidi sau nhirng
cudc bau clr gay go, hay sau nhirng chién thang bat
ngd, hay sau nhirng vu dédo chinh d&m mau. Ly do la
nh{rng ngudi chi€n thang xem su thanh cong ban dau
clia minh 1a ddng va s& mai 1a chan ly. L&i trich dan



cua Rorty dudi tua dé cua bai nay ham y la doi vdi chu
nghia thuc dung, khéng cé diéu gi mai mai dung.

Triét hoc, nhu da ndi, chia ra lam nhiéu nganh. CNTD
dé cap dén hau hét nhirng nganh tri€t hoc d6, mot
phan vi nhirng ngudi sang lap dugc dao tao tu nhiéu
nganh nghé khac nhau; phan khac ho muén dua ra
nhirng chu thuyét khac do6i khang vdai cac chu thuyét
clia nhirng trudng phai cl. N6i mdt cach tdng quéat,
CNTD la két hgp cua it nhat 3 ly thuyét chinh sau day.
Th nhat, ly thuyét vé tu tudng (theory of mind), theo
do niém tin la nhirng gia dinh, va y tudng la nhirng ké
hoach hanh dong. Thu hai, ly thuyét vé y nghia (theory
of meaning), theo d6 cac y tudng dudc lam sang to
bang cach cho thdy moi quan hé clia ching vdi hanh
dong. Th ba, ly thuyét vé chan ly (theory of truth),
theo d6 nhirng niém tin la dung chi khi chung la nhirng
hudng dan dem lai két qua trong cac tién liéu va hanh
dong. YE&u to6 xuyén subt trong ba chu thuyét nay la
hanh dong, ch khong phai nhiring suy xét co tinh cach
ly thuyét. (The Columbia History of Western Philosophy,
hiéu dinh bgi Richard H. Popkin, NXB: MJF Books,
nam1999, tr. 592). Hanh ddng (actions) cd thé la
nhirng thi nghiém (experiments), hay nhirng trai
nghiém (expeiences, tuc nhirng diéu ma tac nhan da
kinh qua, trai qua - Xin phan biét experiences vdi
experience (uncountable noun) ma chung ta thucng goi
la kinh nghiém, tdc nhirng ky nang hoc hoi dugc. CNTD
cho rang y nghia va cai dung cia mot y tudng dugc



dinh doat bdi nhirng hé qua cua y tudng do qua thuc
hanh va cu xU (in practice and conduct). Do dd, cé thé
todm tat nhu sau: C6t 16i cia CNTD la nhitng niém tin
(beliefs) khéng thé tach rdi khoi nhitng hanh déng
(actions); ma cai dung cua nhirng niém tin thi phai
dugc danh gia qua hé qua cua cac hanh dong
(conseguences) nay.

Dudi day, ching ta sé so lugc tim hiéu vé ba nha triét
hoc dau tién cua CNTD dau tién cua Hoa Ky

- Charles Sanders Peirse

- Williams James

- John Dewey

Charles Sanders Peirce (1839 - 1914)

Vao Harvard University ndm 16 tudi, Peirce (phat &m
nhu purse) hoc nganh khoa hoc thuc nghiém dudi su
hudng dan cliia ngudi cha, mot gido su todn va thién
van hoc ndi tiéng cua trudng thdi do. Sinh hoat thudng



Xuyén ngoai khoa védi nhom nghién clu triét hoc, goi la
The Metaphysical Club, trong dé co6 vai ba hoi vién dang
la khoa hoc gia, luan ban vé nhirng van dé siéu hinh va
ban chat cda niém tin. T6t nghiép 4 nam sau vdi bang
hoéa hoc va lam viéc 30 nam lién cho United States
Coastal and Geodesic Survey. Thinh thoang Peirce trd
lai Harvard dé dién thuyét vé luan ly hoc va lich s cla
khoa hoc. Ndm 1891, 6ng bo co quan nay dé dung toan
thdi gian nghién clu luan ly hoc va tri€t hoc, va du dinh
viét thanh sach nhiing gi da nghién cltu va suy nghiém.
Tung thiéu tai chinh, 6ng danh viét bado dé séng qua
ngay. Trong gia nua han, 1ap di (eccentric) hon, dé
néng gian, chi thich s6ng &n dat mot minh, khong
muon quan hé vdi ai ca. Thuong dugc William James
(sé dé cap sau) giup da tai chanh, gidi thiéu viéc lam.
Khi chét, 6ng chua ra mat dugc mot quyén sach nao.
Tuy nhién khi con s6ng 6ng da viét hang tram bai
thuyét trinh va bai phé binh tri€t hoc. Cac ban thao
chua in dugc Philosphical Department cua Harvard mua
lai va in thanh nhiéu quyén vdi tén cla 6ng.

Peirce giai thich su ra ddi cua CNTD nhu sau: “Chir chu
nghia thuc dung dugc phat minh ra dé dién td mot
nguyén tac ly ludn nhat dinh lién can dén ca hé thdng
tri€t hoc nhu da loan bao tUr ddu. Nguyén tac nay
nham cung cap mot phuong phap phan tich cac y niém
(concepts). Y niém la mét diéu gi d6 & dang thong
thudng, hay dudgc tao ra, la phan hgp ly cua ndi dung
mot tu ...



Pierce ti€t 10 rang cudc s6ng & phong thi nghiém khong
ngan can dudc moi quan tam cua 6ng vé phudng cach
tu’ duy cua con ngudi, va ong tim doc tri€t ly siéu hinh.
Ong khong thoa man vi nhitng ly luan rdi rac ma ong
da gap phai. Do d6 6ng mudn dua ra mot ly thuyét
rang y niém gan chat vdi cach xu su trong cudc song.
Theo 0ng, ro rang la moi diéu mang lai tu thuc nghiém
déu anh hudng truc ti€p dé€n cach xu su dd; cho nén
“néu ngudi ta cé thé dinh nghia chinh xac tat ca nhiing
hién tugng thuc nghiém c6 thé nhan thldc dugc ma su
xac nhén hay phd nhén co thé dm chi, thi ngudi ta sé
co mot dinh nghia day du vé y niém.” Va 6ng chi muon
nhan manh nodi dung nay cho ly thuyét vé y niém ma
ong dat tén la pragmatism, dua trén thuat nglr
pragmtisch clia Kant ma &ng coi 1a dién ta dugc mdi
lién hé v&i muc dich nhan ban. Ong khdng mudn g
han. Do d6, ong té ra khdong hai long khi biét James sur
dung thuét ngll pragmatism ctia minh dé chi “chu nghia
thuc nghiém cuc doan” (“radical impiricism”) cua 0ng
ta, cling nhu nhitng ngudi khac va bao chi da dién giai
thuat nglf nay khac vdi chu trugng cua minh, 6ng tuyén
b6 hon gia biét dira con tinh than nay, va khai sinh lai
cho no vdi cai tén mdi pragmaticism, ma ong thay ky
quac nhung khong sg bi bat coc. (Charles S. Pierce:
Selected Writings:Values in a Universe of Chance, HD
Philip P. Wieser, NXB Dover Publications, 1958,
tr180-202) Tuy nhién ngay nay, pragmatism dudgc pho
bién rdng rai dé chi trao luu triét hoc do Pierse khai
sang, trong khi d6 pragmaticism chi dugc su dung han



ché trong nganh ngén ngil hoc (thi du trong quyén
“Pragmaticism: Theory and Application” cua Ellyn Lucas
Arwood).

Pierse con dac biét quan tam dén su khac biét gilia
niém tin va su hoai nghi. B0Oi vGi ong “su hoai nghi trén
ly thuyét” (paper doubt) cua Descartes khong ich Igi gi;
trai lai su’ hoai nghi thuc su’ (real doubt) dudc cung c6
sau nhiéu trai nghiém sé lam cho chung ta hoan lai
nhi{rng niém tin, tdc nhirng gi ma thoat dau chung ta tin
la chan ly/dung/thuc. Theo Peirce, nhitng tién dé trong
triet hoc (proposition) —tucng ducong vdi nhirng dinh dé
(theorem) trong toan hoc- xuat phat tu mot vai nghi
suy sap dat thong minh (intellectual disposition) chua
dang dudc goi la niém tin (belief); ma niém tin la do
moét su biéu thi vé thdi quen ng pho trong hanh ddng
(a behavioral habit manifest in action). Do d9, khi “su
hoai nghi thuc su” dugc dat ra, thi thai do thudng co
clia con ngudi sé bj d6 v8. Mat khac, su hoai nghi cua
Descartes cé thé khdng lam cho ching ta thay d6i cach
th('c hanh dong. Theo Peirce, tri thifc, ma 6ng dinh
nghia nhu 13 gidi phap cho nhiing thdi quen bj dd v3 vi
su xét lai niém tin, md&i chinh la mot “ti€n trinh phan
Ung tu nhién” (homeostatic process, nhu trong trudng
hdp co thé chiing ta rung minh khi gap lanh, hat haoi khi
bi chdi nang). Doi vai Peirce, tri thirc la phuong tién
dung dé 6n dinh cach rng pho theo thdi quen ddi vdi su
hoai nghi. (Philosophy: 100 Essential Thinkers, Philip
Stokes, NXB Arturus, 2016, tr. 126).



Trong bai ndi chuyén dau tién vdi tua dé “How to Make
Our Ideas Clear”, Peirce viét: “Cot 10i cua niém tin la su
hinh thanh thdi quen, va nhitng niém tin khac nhau
dugc phan biét bang cac phuong cach hanh dong ma
nhirng niém tin d6 ggi ra. NE€u cac niém tin khdong khac
biét nhau trong pham vi nay, néu ching khéng ha giam
bét su hoai nghi d6 bang cach san sinh cung qui luat
hanh dong, thi nhirng su khac biét don thuan vé
phuang dién y thiic ciia chidng cé thé khién ching
thanh nhirng niém tin khac nhau.” (Pragmatism: A
Reader do Louis Menand hiéu dinh, do A Vintage
Orginal xuat ban nam 1997, tr.33)

Peirce con cho rang tinh duy ly (rationality), theo mot
phudng cach nao do, khong bao gom cam nhan, ma
bao gom hanh déng. Nhan dinh nay khac véi James,
ngudi cung trudng phai, vi James cho rang tinh duy ly
gom cam nhan (feeling) va anh hudng (affectivity).
Tuy nhién quan diém cla ca hai déu té ra khac han vdi
hai trudng phéi cd dién. Theo chd nghia duy ly
(rationalism, v3i cac triét gia ndi tiéng la Descartes,
Spinoza va Leibniz), ly Ié ndi chung, va truc giac noi
riéng, giup con ngudi biét dudc thuc t€. Con theo chu
nghia duy/thuc nghiém (empiricism, chu y€u vdi Locke,
Berkeley va Hume), tri thi'c cua con ngudi, tru tri thirc
vé nhirng nguyén ly toan hoc, va mot vai chan ly l6gic,
déu la do trai nghiém ma ra.



Vé dao duc hoc, mot pham tru ma ong tham gia ban
ludn tuong ddi tré, Peirce chi trich Ia trong triét hoc
truyén thong, “khuynh hudng cua cac tri€t gia la luon
ludn xac quyét rat tuyét déi”; va tuy khong tranh luan
rang James va Dewey la nhitng ngudi theo thuyét
tuong doi (relativists), nhung 6ng e ngai rang triét ly
cua hai ngudi nay cuc ky linh ddng va céng trinh nghién
cltu clia ho c6 thé dan dat ngudi ta di theo mot dudng
hudng khac. Cung chinh vi ly do nay, ma 6ng thay doi
chu thuyét cua minh, tu “pragmatism” thanh
“pragmaticism” nhu da dé cap. Theo Peirce, dao duc
hoc cd nhiém vu hinh thanh muc tiéu cudi cung cho
cach 'ng xUr cua con ngudi (the summum bonum), mot
cUu canh ma theo 6ng, co tinh cach nang dong, chu
khong co tinh cach tinh. Ngoai ra, Peirce con ly luan
rang dao du'c hoc khong phai la su nghién clfu nhitng gi
co tinh cach ly tudng, ma la “su nghién clitu nhitng clu
canh cia hanh ddng ma chung ta chuéan bi ky ludng dé
theo.” Trong y hudéng ay, Peirce thich nghi dao dic hoc
ctia 6ng vdi ly tudng thdm my vé tinh hitu ly (aesthetic
ideal of reasonableness). Ong tranh cai rang cach cu xu
cla con ngudi nén nham muc tiéu déng goép vao su
phat trién nhirng diéu hitu ly cu thé nay, chang han
trong tu duy chinh tri tai Hoa Ky, ching ta cé thé chi
danh phong trao dan quyén (civil rights) la gia tri cu
thé rut ra tUr ly tudng chung da dugc &n dinh trong Hién
Phap (Peirce: Ethics and the Conduct of Life, TG
Douglas R. Anderson, trong quyén Classical American



Pragmatism: Its Contemporary do S.B. Rosenthal, C.R.
Hausman va D.R. Anderson hiéu dinh, tr. 137-145).
Theo Louis Menand trong quyén “The Metaphysical
Club: A Story of Ideas in Ameica”, tr. 161, thi khi con Ia
sinh vién, Peirce thich dung tam doan luan (syllogism)
dé dé chia xé quan diém v4&i cha minh trong van dé
nay:

Tat ca con ngudi déu binh dang vé cac quyén
chinh tri;

Ngudi da den la con ngudi;

(Vi vay) Ngudi da den binh dang vé cac quyén
chinh tri nhu ngudi da trang.

Quan diém dan quyén nay dudc coi la rat quan trong,
dén nodi nhiéu ngudi cho réng néu CNTD ra d&i sém va
dugc phd bién rong rai, thi cudc ndi chién Nam Béc
tuong tan vai 600.000 nguGi chét, va nhirng két qua
tiéu cuc van con ton tai dén ngay nay, cé thé da khong
xay ra trén dat nudc Hoa Ky. Quan diém nay that su
cling khdong han dung. Bai I8 CNTD da ra dgi trén 100
nam nay roi, ma nan ky thi chung toc trén dat My dau
co bién mat, c tai di tai lai; cling nhu gan day xay ra
nhirng tranh chap gay gat tham chi chét nguai vé viéc
g0 bo cac tugng dai ky niém do canh Mién Nam dung
lén sau cudc NOi Chi€én Nam Bac. Hinh nhu con ngudi
khdap moi nagi trén thé gidi da “quen” yéu chu nghia
nhat nguyén cua minh réi! B6 no di, thi cam thay minh
mat di ban sac!



William James (1842-1910)

" o

Thua nho James dugc gia dinh cho sang hoc & nhiéu
nudc chau Au. Mudn tréd thanh mot hoa si, nhung nhan
thay khong thich hgp, James vé My vao hoc Harvard,
ban vGi Pierce, va tré thanh nguGi giup d6 hao phong
sau nay khi Pierce gap kho khan vé sinh k€. Tot nghiép
y khoa, day co thé hoc va sinh Iy hoc tai Harvard, roi
chuyén thanh gido su tdm ly hoc va triét hoc cho dén
nhirng ndm cudi d&i. BO sach 2 quyén The Principles of
Psychology (xudt ban ndm 1890) gilip 6ng ndi tiéng
thdi dé va nay tré thanh kinh dién. Trong nhiing céng
trinh xuat ban sau d6, gom The Will to Believe and
Other Essays in Popular Philosophy (1897), The
Varieties of Religious Experience (1902), Pragmatism: A
New Name for Some Old Ways of Thinking (1907), The
Meaning of Truth: A Sequel to Pragmatism (1909), A
Pluralistic Universe (1909) va Essays in Radical
Empiricism (1912, sau khi 6ng mat), James tim cach



nang cac lanh vuc tinh than, triét hoc, ton giao, xa hoi
thanh nhirng chu nghia ly tudng (idealisms). Theo
nhiéu nha phé binh, 16i viét cua James khong ro rang,
bay budm bang I6i viét cia em 6ng, ti'c nha van thién
tai Henry James, va 6ng cling khong di sau va xa trong
ly ludn dé day manh quan diém cua minh; tuy nhién ho
déu déng y chinh 6ng mdai 1a ngudi cé cdng I6n phd bién
CNTD tai Hoa Ky thdi d6. S’ dung nhirng tu nglr quen
thudc dé hiéu, nhu gia tri bang tién mat (cash-value),
“két quad” (results), “Igi nhuan” (profits) va di thang vao
van dé, dng dé thu hut nhiéu ngudn doc gia.

Trong quyén The Principles, James cho rang trai nghiém
— chu khong phai ly thuyét, tic nhirng diéu truu tugng
va triét hoc truyén théng — mdi la chia khda giup
chuing ta hiéu biét mot cach thuc tién vé minh cling nhu
vé thé gigi. Ong khdng ddng y vdi chu nghia nhi
nguyén truyén thong vé vat chat va tinh than, nhung
dong thai cling khéng cho rang tinh than bi giam xudng
chi con la vat chat. Theo 0ng, tri ndo phai dudc xem
nhu la cong cu thuc hién cac muc tiéu; siéu hinh hoc
hay than hoc mdi chi’ng to su hién hitu cua linh hon.
Ong phan biét “téi” (I, chd tur) va “cdi t6i” (Me, tlc tur).
“T6i” thi ldc nao cling y thidc (concious); con “cai t6i” la
cdi dudc y thirc vé. Ong phan biét cdi toi vat chat, cai
toi xa hoi va cai toi tinh than; chung la do6i thu, canh
tranh nhau, va hau hé&t chdng ta bj thic day nhu [a mot
khan gia ly tuéng trong viéc phan xeét cac tuong tac cua
chung.



Trong quyén Pragmatism, James cho rang nhifng ngudi
theo chu nghia thuc nghiém (empiricists) la nhirng ke bi
quan, khong ton giao, ngd vuc va da nguyén; con
nhirng nguGi theo chu nghia duy ly (rationalists) la
nhirng ngudi ly tudng, lac quan; va nhirng ngugi theo
chu nghia nhat nguyén (monists) la nhirng ké giao diéu.
Ca ba, theo 6ng, khong lam thoa man nhu cau triét hoc
doi vai cac su kién, khoa hoc va ton giao cua mot con
ngudi binh thudng; ma chinh CNTD mdi c6 thé lam thoa
man cac nhu cau nay bang cach dua ra mot phuong
phap hap dan moi khuynh hudng, khéng phd nhén tén
gido 1an cdc su kién, va chdp nhan tinh chi quan nhu 13
mot yéu toé quan trong trong tri€t hoc. Khac vdi Peirce,
ngudi cho rang CNTD chi lién quan t&i y nghia ma thoi,
James chd xudng rang CNTN la mot ly thuyét vé ca y
nghia va chan ly (a theory of both meaning and truth).
D0oi vGi James, y nghia cua nhirng y tuéng, nhirng niém
tin va nhirng ly thuyét dudc nhan thic ra bang cach hoi
rang ching thay doéi gi trong ddi séng ching ta. Va
chung la chan ly néu sbng theo chung sé dua dén
nhirng moOi quan hé thoa dang vdi nhirng phan khac cua
trai nghiém cua chung ta (satisfactory relations with
other parts of our experience). NOi van tat, giad tri cu
thé (cash-value, gid tri bang tién mat) cta chan ly Ia
gi? Cau tra IGi: Nhirtng y tudng dung la nhirng y tudng
ma ching ta cé thé ddéng hda, chuén nhén, trung ra
bang cd va chi’ng thuc (assimilate, validate,
corroborate and verify); con nhirng y tudng sai la



nhitng y tudng thi ching ta khéng thé [am nhu thé
dugc. (Fifty Major Philosophers: A Reference Guide, do
Diané Collinson viét, Routlege xb nam 1987, tr.
117-118). Thuc ra, pham tru chan ly/ ding thuc nay
da dugc James dinh nghia vd&i 15 cach: (1) Nhitng y
nghi giup ching ta tham du vao moi quan hé thoa dang
vGi nhirng phan khac cua trai nghiém. (2) Nhitng y
nghia dung hoa nhitng chan ly cl va nhirng trai nghiém
mdi. (3) MOt cai tén dung chung cho tat ca moi th( gia
tri s& dung nhat dinh vé trai nghiém. (A name for all
sorts of definite working values in experience), (4) Bat
ky mot y nghi nao cé gia tri trong ddi s6ng cu thé, ....
(14) Mot phuadng tién trong ti€n trinh suy nghi cua
chung ta. (15) Mot hién thuc dang tang trudng.
(Puritans and Pragmatists: Eight Eminent American
Thinkers, TG Paul K. Conkin, NXB Indiana University
Press, 1976, tr 328). Nhirng dinh nghia khong giong
nhau nay co thé khién ngudi doc béi réi. Tuy nhién,
ching ta c6 thé hiéu phdn nao nguyén nhan: quyén
Pragmatism la tdc phdm gom gdp tUr 8 bai ndi chuyén
tai Lowel Institute (Boston) vao thang 11 va 12 nam
1906, va tai Columbia University (New York) vao thang
1 va thang 2 nam 1907.

James giUp ngudi doc nhan ra cai cu thé, tinh hitu dung
cling nhu tinh tién doan cua CNTD. That vay, trong khi
trudng phai hoc gid than hoc thdi trung cd
(scholasticism) tra vdn: “Cai nay that ra la gi?” dé roi
réi vao vong ly su, 1an quén di tim lai tién dé



(quiddities); hay chu nghia Darwin manh dan hoi:
“Ngudn gdc cla cai nay la chi day?” dé rdi phai tiép tuc
tim ki€m cau tra I8i trong khéi tinh van hon dén
(nebulas), thi CNTN di thang vao “ddi thudng” rat thuc
t€: “Cai nay dem lai nhirng hau qua gi?” Cau hoi nay
nghe ra rat tran tuc, nghe khong cé gi tri€t hoc, nhung
khi€n ngudi ta suy nghi dé hanh déng va nghi dén
tucng lai.

Ngay nay hau hét nhan loai sOng trong xa hoi da
nguyén, khién nhiéu nguGi trong chung ta khong thay
chu nghia da nguyén la diéu mdi la. Nhung khong phai
chu nghia da nguyén thdi nao ciing thay dugc va ¢ dau
cling co dudc. Vao thé ky 16-17, chu nghia nhat
nguyén da dua chau Au van minh dén nhitng cudc chién
tranh ton gido dam mau. Sau nhitng chém giét do, chu
nghia tu do (liberalism—ngudi viét khéng dich la cap
ti€n nhu nhiéu co quan truyén thong tiéng Viét, vi
liberalism c6 gbc Latin liber: tu do, nhu freedom) mdi
nay sinh, va ngudi ta mdi thay mot su’ dung hoa, dung
hdp, d6 ludng la can thiét dé cd hoa binh 14u dai. James
kéu goi moi ngugdi don ti€p chu nghia da nguyén nong
nhiét va tich cuc. Theo James, nhiéu ngugi trong chung
ta qua thd ¢ hay qud dé dang khdng nhan ra dugc la
nhiéu ngudi co cudc song khéng giong cudc séng ching
ta. Khi lam nhu thé€, thi ching ta khong nhan ra dugc
nhi{rng khac biét chinh dang.

John Dewey (1859 - 1952)



Sau khi t6t nghiép University of Vermont (khoa hoc
trong nhirng nam dau; triét, luat, s trong nam cudi),
Dewey theo chudng trinh Cao Hoc dau tién dugc mad
nam 1881 tai John Hopkins University, ndi Charles
Peirce dang giang day- nhung khong hoc vdi Peirce.
Luc d6, ong chiu anh hudng cua triét hoc Hegel. Tu
1884 dén 1894, Dewey day & University of Michigan.
N3am 1894 chuyén sang University of Chicago lam khoa
trudng phan khoa triét, tam ly va gido duc; hai nam
sau md Laboratory of Education, mot nai thuc nghiém
vé gido duc cap tién rat ndi danh. Dé&n 1904 chuyén
sang day ¢ Columbia University cho t&i khi vé huu nam
1930. Dewey xudt ban hon 30 quyén sach, di thuyét
trinh nhiéu nagi trén thé gidi cho nhiéu loai thinh gia
khac nhau. Dewey viét vé nhiéu lanh vuc trong triét
hoc: tri thdc hoc, siéu hinh hoc, luan ly hoc, triét ly vé
tri tué, triét ly vé khoa hoc, triét Iy vé chinh tri, thdm
my hoc va triét ly vé ton gido.



Chiu anh hudng kha manh cua thuyét ti€n hoa do
Charles Darwin cht xudng, Dewey nghi rang tu tudng
va tri tué 1a nhirng cdng cu dugc phat trién trong quéa
trinh ti€n hda cho phép con ngudi chinh don lai moi
truong song cua minh. Theo Dewey, nhitng niém tin
(Peirce goi dé la nhitng thdi quen) du manh mé va én
dinh dé chung ta tin cdy, nhung chuing ta luén phai mé
rong dau éc san sang xét lai, ddc biét 1a vi ching phai
tu thich nghi véi nhitng d6i thay ctia moi trudng. Ong
viet: “nhitng y niém, nhirng ly thuyét, nhirng hé thong
tu tudng, vv. la nhitng cong cu (tools). Gidng nhu
trong truong hgp tat ca cac cong cu, gia tri cua chdng
khong nhd vao chinh ching, nhung nhd ¢ kha nang lam
viéc cua chung ma ngudi ta nhin thay dugc qua cac
hiéu qua khi sir dung chung” (Dewey, The Middle Work:
12, 163). Ong cho réng d6i vai chu nghia thuc dung,
ma sau d6 6ng dat lai tén la chu nghia cong cu
(instrumentalism), tat ca cac y tudng déu la cong cu.
Do d9d, nhirng y tudng that su la nhirng y tudng dem lai
hiéu qua tot nhat nham dat nhirng muc tiéu cta con
ngudi (real ideas are those work best for attaining
human goals).

Ong viét: “Triét hoc tu hdi phuc khi né khdng con 13
cdng cu dung dé ddi pho véi nhitng van dé cua cac triét
gia, va tré thanh moét phucng phap (method, in dam do
ngudi dich), dugc trao doi bdi cac triét gia dé dbi pho
v3i nhitng van dé cta nhan loai.” Ong thulc bach triét
hoc nén trd thanh cdng cu dung dé ddi phd véi nhitng



van dé dac biét cua nhan loai, hon la v&i nhirng van dé
xa vOi cua céc triét gia. Ong chu truong dung phuaong

phap khoa hoc dé& chinh dén lai gido duc, luan ly, chinh
tri va xa hoi. Dewey cho rang Peirce la mét nha ly luan
(logician); con James la nha nhan ban (humanist). Vé
phan minh, Dewey nhan manh tinh cach xa hoi cua tri

thiuc (the social character of knowledge). Nhung Peirce
lai thay rang khao hudng theo tu nhién hoc cua Dewey
doi vdi luan ly hoc la qua tam ly.

Cling nhu James, Dewey nghi rang con ngudi lam ra
chan ly. Chan ly khdong phai 13 th& dudc 1am san hay
ché& sdn. Ong viét: “Ngudi theo CNTD noéi rdng vi moi
tién dé la mot gia dinh vé mot tra van con dang tién
hanh (ndi gon, mot dé xuat), nén chan ly cia né la mét
van dé nghé nghiép, mot van de lich su: nghia la no tro
nén thuc, hoac dudc lam cho thuc (hoac sai).” (The
pragmatist says that since every proposition is a
hypothesis referring to an inquiry still to be undertaken
(a proposal for short) its truth is a matter of its career,
of its history: that it becomes or is made true (or
false).

Trong khi Peirce cho rang chan ly & tinh trang tinh,
nghia la mot niém tin hoac vugt qua hoac khong vugt
qua nbi nhirng khac nghiét cua tra van, thi Dewey
—cling nhu James—cho rang chan ly va tri thirc khong
phai la nhitng hién tugng tinh, nghia la khong & trong
trudng hop ma nhirng niém tin cua chung ta hoac phan



anh thuc té (va do do la dung) hoac khong phan anh
thuc t€ (va do do la sai).

Vé phuong dién dan chu, néu hoc gia Phap Tocqueville
nhiét tinh ca nggi sinh hoat dan chu tai Hoa Ky va than
phién Hoa Ky thi€u mot nén tri€t hoc noi chung cho
minh, thi Dewey mdi la ngudi chét sdng vdi dan chu va
triét ly hda dan chi. Ngoai viéc cb vii dan chu trén ly
thuyét, Dewey con giup thanh Iap hai hiép hodi: The
American Civil Liberties va The National Assosiation for
the Advancement of Colored People; va nam 1937, Ilc
dé da 78 tudi, Dewey con dan dau mot Uy ban sang
Mexico diéu tra vé cai chét clua Leon Trotsky dudc cho
la bi ngudi cua Joseph Stalin am sat. Nhirng hoat dong
tich cuc nay da khién 6ng dugc tang cho danh hiéu
“tri€t gia cua dan chu” cua Hoa Ky.

Triét ly dan chu cua Dewey dudc xem la gach néi gitia
chu nghia ca nhan (individualism) cua Locke -da dudgc
cac chinh tri gia My dua vao Hi€n Phap cung nhirng van
ban quan trong chinh tri khac—va chu nghia thuc
nghiém (empiricism). V& phudng dién tai thiét chinh tri
x& hoi, 6ng dua ra mot quan diém rat thuc nghiém.
Theo 0ng, ching ta sé chua thoat khoi thdi ky siéu hinh
hoc v@é triét ly chinh tri, néu chldng ta van tiép tuc ném
vao dau nhau nhirng khai niém truu tugng ma khi dut
cudc chién, thi dau van vao day, khong dat dudc diéu gi
dit khodt ca. Trdi lai, ch(ing ta can phai d6i phé véi moi
van dé chinh tri xa hoi bang mot gia thuyét dac biét,



chr khéng phai bang mot ly thuyét phd quat; tat ca cac
ly thuyét déu rong trai, con ddi song ti€n bo tot dep
phai trong cay vao nhirng thi nghi€ém nhan ra cai dung
cdi sai. (Goethe cé cung quan diém vé van dé nay khi
viét “Tat ca ly thuyét déu mau xam, chi cé cay doi la
mai mai xanh tuai.”)

Dewey viét: “Trong cac khai niém tién-thuc nghiém, toi
chang thay trudng hgp nao ma két qua cudi cung lai la
mot cai gi do giong nhu chi€én thang cho y niém nay
hay cho khai niém kia. Tat ca ching déu bién mat di vi
chung cang tré nén khong con lién hé gi dbi vdi tinh thé
mdai dudc kham pha; va vdi maoi bat lién hé dugc bat
gap nay, chung tréd thanh v6 nghia va khong dang dudc
quan tam.” (New Republic, Feb 3, 1917, trich lai tu The
Story of Philosophy do Will Durant viét, Pocket Books
xb nam 2006, tr. 689)

Vé su danh giad con ngudi, 6ng dua ra tiéu chuan kha
dac biét: “Ngudi xau la ngudi bat dau xubng doc, tré
thanh it t&t hon, dau trudc d6, anh ta t6t thé nao di
nira. Ngudi tot 1a ngudi dang tién tdi tot haon, dau trudc
do, anh ta chang dang gia gi vé tinh than.”
(Reconstruction in Philosophy, trich lai trong sach trén,
tr. 685). Quan diém nay cua 6ng rat nhan ban, khéng
khac gi quan diém trong Phat gido va Thién Chua gido,
nhung liéu cd ai ap dung vao lanh vuc chinh tri, cling
nhu tai tda an chdng? Ong con thém réng, tét khong ¢
nghia la chi bi€t vang IGi va khong ham hai ai; tot ma



khéng cé kha ndng, thi Ia qué quit khap khiéng. Theo
dng, tat ca nhirng ddc tinh trén ddi khdng clru noi
chung ta néu chung ta thi€u thdng minh. Chung ta phai
tin vao tu duy, ch( ding tin vao truc giac, bgi I truc
gidc lam sao gilp nodi ching ta diéu chinh vdi ngoai
cadnh cang ngay cang ddéi thay quanh ta.

Trong 1&nh vuc gido duc, co thé ndi anh hudng cua
Dewey rat I&n lao. La ngudi di day hoc lau nam & nhiéu
mién khac nhau trén dat nudc Hoa Ky rong I6n, nén tu
tudng cua 6ng rat phdong khoang va thuc tién. Co thé
noi khdng mot nha giao hay mot trudng hoc cap ti€n
nao ¢ My ma khong chiu anh hudng cua 6ng. Sau Thé
Chién Th& Nhat, 6ng dudc mdi giang day vé dan chu,
triét Iy va to chic gido duc & Trung Hoa (1919-21),
Nhét (1919), Thd Nhi Ky (1926), Mexico (1926), Lién
X6 (1928). Tac pham ndi ti€ng nhat cta 6ng la quyén
Democracy and Education xuat ban nam 1913, dudc
dich ra nhiéu thu tiéng.

Ong tin tudng rang gido duc clia con ngudi c(r tiép tuc
nhd su tham gia cua tung ca nhan vao su' y thldc tranh
dua trong xa hoi. Ti€n trinh nay bat dau moét cach vo
thirc tu khi sinh ra, va ti€p tuc hinh thanh nang luc cua
ca nhan do, tham vao y thic, hinh thanh thdi quen, toi
luyén tu tudéng, va gdgi Ién trong anh ta nhirng cam nghi
va xuc dong... Ong ciing tin tudng rang gido duc thuc su
chi dén nhd su kich thich nang luc tré do nhirng cua
tinh hudng xa hoi trong d6 dda tré tim thay chinh minh.
Theo 0Ong, tién trinh giao duc c6 2 lanh vuc: tam ly va



xa hoi, khéng lanh vuc nao la phu hay bi bo rgi ma
khong dua dén té hai, cling khéng phai la su dung hoa
ca hai. Dewey cho rang gido duc tré con phai bat dau
tlr hi€u biét tdm ly vé kha nang, hing tha va théi quen
cla duUa trée. Nhirng th nay phai tiép tuc dudc giang
giai theo hinh hudng phat trién mdi cua x& hdi. Noi cach
khac, cai hoc chi dung lai khi ngudi ta chét.

V@i quan niém giao duc la mot tién trinh sinh song (a
process of living) chir khéng phai la mot su chuén bi
cho cubc sbng trong tucdng lai, Dewey chu trucong hoc
dudng phai tuong trung cho cudc song -mot cudc séng
thuc su va sinh ddng cho ddra tré nhu thé cudc séng ma
no co tai nha, tai khu lang giéng hay tai san chagi. Nhu
mot dinh ché, hoc dudng nén gian ludc hoa dadi séng xa
hoi hién hitu; nén thu nho nd xuong con la hinh thirc
phoi thai, vi cudc song hién hitu qua phdc tap doi vdi
em. Ong cho réng nhu cudc séng gian ludc hda, hoc
dudng s€ I6n dan thanh cudc song gia dinh, n6 dam
trach va ti€p tuc cac hoat dong khién em quen vai dai
song gia dinh. No6i khac di, cong viéc cua hoc dudng la
phat trién va lam sdu xa thém cai y th{c cta dda tré vé
mai &m gia dinh. Ong cho réng nén gido duc hién thdi
that bai chi vi n6 Idang quén cai nguyén tac can ban cla
hoc duong la mot hinh thi'c cua ddi song cong dong.

Vé nhirng mén hoc day & hoc dudng, Dewey tin rang
cach duy nhat khi€n cho dla tré y thic dugc cai di san
xa hoi cla no la lam cho nd cé kha nang thuc hién dugc



nhirng hoat dong can ban tao ra cai van minh nhu ngay
nay. Ong chu trudng dua khoa hoc vao hoc dudng,
nhung khong can nhirng thong tin chi tiét rudm ra, ma
la chi cho d(ra tré thdy nhitng yé&u t6 da san trong kinh
nghiém trudc day, va cung cap cho dla tré cac cong cu
nhd d& ma kinh nghiém cé thé diéu chinh lai dé dang
han va hiéu qua han. Néu giao duc la cudc dai, thi tron
cuoc ddi, ngay tu luc ban dau, da bao gom cac lanh vuc
khoa hoc, nghé thuat, van hoa va thong dat. Ti€n b0
khéng nam trong viéc ti€p tuc nghién clfu, ma nam
trong viéc phét trién nhitng thai dd mdi va nhitng quan
tdm mdi dbi vai kinh nghiém. Dewey tin rang dat ra bat
ky clfu canh nao bén ngoai gaio duc, nhu dua ra muc
tiéu va tiéu chuan, la tudc doat di nhiéu cdi y nghia cua
qua trinh gido duc, va cé khuynh hudng lam cho ching
ta trong cay vao nhirng kich thich t0 sai lam va tu ngoai
dé ddi phé vdi dura tré. (Dewey on Education:
Selections, do Matin S. Dworkin xb nam 1959, tr.19 -
27)

Mot Vai Ap Dung

Mot s trich dan cling nhu ludn ban trén day cho thay 3
triét gia tién phong cua CNTD MYy “triét ly” vé hau hét
cac pham tru triét hoc: Y Nghia, Chan Ly, Gia Tri, Tra
Van, Tri Thirc va Hanh Dong. Riéng biét va ngan gon
dudi day, chung ta thd dua ra vai phan tich vé pham tru
“Chan Ly” (mot trong 3 ly tudng Chan-Thién-My ma cac
nha nghién cfu van hoc Viét Nam xem la 3 tiéu chuén



cho mdt tdc phdm hay) dé xem su U'ng dung linh hoat
clia né vao cudc sdng thuc tién clia ngudi My. Theo
Lowell Kleimen & Stephen Lewis, trong quyén
Philosophy: An Introduction through Literarture (NXB
Paragon House, 1992, tr. 91-96), mot diéu gi dé dudc
goi la chan ly néu no hoi du it nhat ca 3 yéu to sau day:
doc lap doi vdi niém tin (independent of belief, tirc
khong phai do chung ta tin, mudn, can); bat bién
(immutable, tirc khdng phai nhat, thay doi qua thdi
gian); va dugc cong chung nhin nhan (public, tic dung
cho tat ca moi nguGi). Tu do, theo ly thuyét tucng hgp
vé chan ly (the correspondence theory of truth): Mot
diéu nao do la chan ly néu va chi n€u nd tudng hdp vJi
cac su kién. (Something is true if and only if it
corresponds to the facts). Con ly thuyét nhat quan vé
chan ly (the coherence theory of truth) lai dinh nghia:
MOt diéu nao do la chan ly néu va chi n€u né nhat quan
(Something is true if and only if it coherents). Trong rat
nhiéu trudng hop, ca hai ly thuyét nay déu khoéng giup
ching ta tim ra dudc chan ly. Trong khi d9, ly thuyét
thuc dung vé chan ly (the pragmatic theory of truth) té
ra htu hiéu hon vi ndé khéng doi hoi nhirng diéu kién
qua khat khe. Thuc vay, theo ly thuyét nay,

MOt diéu nao do la chan ly néu va chi n€u no la
mot phan “dién dat cho giai thich t6t nhat.” (Something
is true if and only if it is part of an “inference to the
best explanation.”)



Nhung chan ly ma CNTD giup kham pha co ich
dung gi cho cubc s6ng? Theo James, y nghi va khai
niém dudc danh gid qua nhirng héu qua cu thé ma
chung mang lai. NE€u ban ndi mot diéu gi do la chan ly,
thi ban hdy chuén bj chirng minh cdi chan ly d6 dé moi
ngudi cé thé trai nghiém qua cac gidc quan cldia minh.
Bang khong thi chi [a “ndi tram voi khong bang mot bat
nudc xao”, tua ho nhu Hegel da ly luan cuc ky khuc
chiét, nao tién dé, phan dé, tobng dé moi th trong lich
s, nhung theo Kierkergaard, Hegel da khong giup ich
gi cho cudc s6ng hang ngay!

CNTD cho rang niém tin khéng thé tach rdi
hanh dong. Do do, chan ly/cai dung cua niém tin phai
dudc danh gia qua cac hé qua do nhirng hanh déng dé
mang lai. Hanh déng ndi ¢ day co thé la nhiing trai
nghiém (experiences; xin phan biét vdi v3i experience,
uncountable noun, tuc kinh nghiém). hay nhirng thuc
nghiém/thi nghiém (experiments). Chung ta nén nhd
rang C.S. Pierce va William James von dugc dao tao
thanh nhirng khoa hoc gia trudc khi tré thanh triét gia.
Ngay ca John Dewey xem nhu dudc dao tao chuyén
nganh vé triét hoc va bi anh hudng Hegel kha nhiéu;
nhung cling da cé 3 nam dau tién hoc khoa hoc. Sau
nay, 6ng tiét 10 1a chinh quyén sach gido khoa cta T.H.
Huxley v@i tua dé Lessons in Elementary Physiology chi
cho thay maéi lién hé gilra con ngudi va tao hda da thoi
thuc 6ng nghién clu sudt doi vai ky vong dua ra mot ly



thuyét chirng minh rang khoa hoc va nhitng th& nghiém
cd thé dung dé gidi quyét cac van dé van hda va xa hoi.

Hoa Ky la mot quoc gia con tré trung vé
phuong dién lich si. Nhitng thanh phan dan ching dau
tién dén tur nhidu qudc gia khac nhau cua chau Au, roi
sau nay tu khap noi trén thé gidi, mang theo nhirng gia
tri khdc nhau, thAm chi xung dét 1an nhau. Ban diu né
la mot quobc gia nbng nghiép, nhirng gia tri, y chi, triét
ly, ton giao, ki€n thuc vv. tu cuu luc dia da giup cho ca
nhan ti€n dan dén tinh trang “an cu lac nghiép”; cho
qudc gia kién tao ra moét thé cé chinh tri thé quyén va
dan chu. Nhung khi dat dai mé rong han, dan s6 dong
duc hon, kinh té cang ky nghé hoa, xa hdi tré nén doé
thi hoa han, thi nhitng xung doét quyén Igi tré nén manh
mé& va gay gat han, nhirng ngudi khai sang CNTD muon
giai quyét nhitng xung dot dé dé gilp cho moi ngudi
dugc song mot ddi séng phong phd han bang cach
khoéng dua ra nhitng 18i hudng dan vé vat chat hay tinh
than, ma 1a nhitng I8i hudng dan dua trén nhitng tu duy
ro rang vé hé qua cua nhitng hanh déng cua minh.
Tri€t thuyét mdi nay tuy thoa man “tinh than dan toc”
va co vé thuc tién, nhung khdng phai ai ai cling vb vap
chup 1dy. Nhirng trac nghiém dau tién cho thdy nd can
dudc tiép cdn moét cach can than. That vdy, nhiing
“nguyén tac”, hay nhirng “dinh nghia” do nhirng ngudi
sang lap dua ra ngay tu luc ban dau da khong dugc ro
rang, thdm chi con mau thuan. Tuy nhién, cang vé sau
nay, nhat la trong linh vuc chinh tri, khi ma y thic hé



khdng thé 1a gidi phap, thi “tinh than thuc dung” dugc
dem ra giai thich, cdn nh&c va dung hoa dé cho théy cai
“tuyét doi” la khong thich hagp.

Chung ta thd [y mot thi du vé y thidc hé chinh
tri. Ngudi ta hay ndi tai Hoa Ky, c6 su xung dot gay gat
gitra “chu nghia tu do” (liberalism—xin tam dich nhu
thé nay, vi liber géc chi{r Latin cé nghia la liberty hay
freedom; da sO truyén thong tiéng Viét dich liberalism
la chl nghia cép tién) thudng dudc gan lién vdi dang
Dan Chu, va “chu nghia bao thu” (conservatism)
thudng dugc gan lién vai dang Cong Hoa. No&i mot cach
rat tong quat, ca hai déu ton trong tu do cad nhan (trong
khi d6 chu nghia cong san thi khong). Nhung khac
nhau & nhiéu diém ma hai diém cdn ban la (1) chd
nghia tu do hoan toan tin tuéng vao kha nang con
ngudi, rang con ngudi co thé dua ra nhitng giai phap
lam thay d6i tdn g6c ré cd cdu xa hdi; trong khi doé chd
nghia bdo thu nghi ngd rang con ngudi cé thé pham
phai sai [d&m, do dé chu truong rang néu can thay doi
thi phai tu tu, hay tang thém tung giai doan
—incrementalism). (2) chu nghia tu do chu truong
chinh quyén can manh dan can thiép vao ddi s6ng dé
tao dé tao cdng bang x3 hoi; trong khi chu nghia bao
thu chu truong chinh quyén cang it can thiép cang tot.
Chinh chu truong mdi vé vai tro cua chinh quyén nay
d3 bién “chl nghia tu do co dién” (classical liberalism)
thanh thanh “tan chu nghia tu do” (neo-liberalism).



Phong trao chu nghia thuc dung ra dgi trong hoan canh
“tdn chu nghia tu do” dang phat trién manh mé.

K&t hgp khuynh hudng mdi nay véi nhirng nguyén tac
va tri€t ly cua CNTD, Charles W. Anderson dua ra mot
khai niém mdi. Do la “chu nghia tu do thuc dung”
(pragmatic liberalism), ma theo 6ng, “Chu nghia thuc
dung can chu nghia tu do néu n6 mudn tré nén quan
trong trong lanh vuc tinh tan va chinh tri. Mat khac,
chu nghia tu do sé& tréng rong khi khéng cé phuaong
phap thuc dung. Nhirng nguyén tac triru tugng doi hoi
mot su giai thich. Nhirng gia tri vi dai vé tu do, cong
bang, cdng ly, va hiéu nang x3 hodi cd thé 1a bang
ch'ng hién nhién theo y nghia nao ddé, nhung khi dem
ap dung vao cac trudng hop khac nhau, ching cé y
nghia gi thi khong ro. Thuc vay, khong phai do dat trén
nén tang nao hay theo trinh tu trié€t ly gi, ma chinh la
su ap dung nhirng nguyén tac can ban nay phat sinh ra
nhirng tranh cai quan trong vé nganh chinh tri hoc tu
do (liberal politics). (Pragmatic Liberalism, NXB The
University of Chicago Press, 1990, tr.4-5).

Doi vGi moOi quan hé gilra bao thu va chu nghia thuc
dung, cirng da c6 mot nghién clu cua Seth Vannatta
qua tédc phdm Conservatism and Pragmatism, NXB
Palgrave, 2014). Tac gia nghién cdu lich si chu nghia
bao thu Anh qudc va chu nghia thuc dung cé dién Hoa
Ky dé minh hoa nhitng qui chudn phuong phap ludn
(methological norms) cho bi€t nhirng tra van vé cac



lanh vuc dao duc, chinh tri, luat va lich s&. Nhirng nha
bao thu von co tinh nghi ngd khdi su tra van khong
dung nhirng nguyén tac tién nghiém (a priori principles)
ma nhd nhirtng yéu to ti€p can dudc nhu truyén théng,
phong tuc tap quan hay cac trai nghiém van hoa, khong
khac chi chu nghia thuc dung tra van qua cac trai
nghiém cua minh. Nhd vay ma ca hai tranh dugc diéu
sai sot phd cép cua cac nguyén tic tién nghiém. Cac
nguyén tac chinh cta chu nghia bao thi Hoa Ky cling
khong khac nhiéu vdi cac nguyén tac ctia chu nghia bao
thu Anh quoc. Nhu vay, liéu nhirng nha bao thu Hoa Ky
cd thé trong cdy vao phuong phap clia chd nghia thuc
dung dé tim ra mét giai phdp nao do hay khéng. Chu
nghia thuc dung khong cho phép chung ta két luan nhu
vay, vi hé qua cua moét giai phap can phai dudc minh
chi'ng qua nhirng trai nghiém trong nhirng tinh hudng
khac nha. Chung ta hy vong trong tucng lai gan, tai
Hoa Ky sé co nhirng nghién cdu mdi vé mdbi tuong quan
gitra hai chu nghia bao th va CNTD.

Nhung can Iuu y la khi chung ta “lién két” hai y thic hé
chinh tri trén vdi CNTD, thi c6 phai chang chung ta da
lam mot diéu kha nghich ly: mot bén la nhirng niém tin
la phadi theo dudi bang moi gid vdi y thi’c hé, va bén kia
nhitng niém tin |a phai hanh dong dé dat duoc két qua
mong muon. Theo nhan xet cua Giao Su B. Guy Peters,
thi hau nhu trong lich s Hoa Ky nhirng thap nién gan
day, hai chinh dang I6n — hay noi dung hon la tu
Ronald Reagan, sang Geroge H.W. Bush, dén Bill
Clinton, roi George W. Bush c6 déu co khuynh hudng



trung dung va khong y thic hé (centrist and
nonideologits). Chi khi sang Barack Obama, thi su
dung hoa lau dai d4 méi bat dau chuyén dang vdi su
thd nhan cda vi tdng théng da méu nay rang minh theo
chu nghia thuc dung. (American Public Policy: Promise
and Performance, NXB: Sage CQ Press, 9th ed, 2013, tr
17-19)

X >k *k

Trén day la mot sb tu tudng cua 3 triét gia tién phong
cua chu nghia thuc dung My. Peirce dugc coi la ngudi
dat vién da dau tién qua bai ndi chuyén co tua dé “How
to Make Our Ideas Clear? (1878), la nguGi khdi xudng
ly thuyét vé chan ly. James la nguGi phat hién ra
Peirce, tao nén mdng va bat dau quang ba CNTD qua
tdc phdm Pragmatism (1907), cling nhu nhitng bai noi
chuyén vé phuong phap trai nghém. Nhung chinh
Dewey mdi la ngudi lam cho CNTD néi ti€éng bdng cach
hé théng hoa, kéu goi da nguyén vé vién ki€n nhan ban
khi dua nd vao thuc tién qua nhirng tdc pham cua
minh, dac biét qua quyén Democracy and Education
(1913), cling nhu qua cong tac giang day tai nhiéu nadi,
trong va ngoai nuéc My. Nhu mot dda treé tap di, CNTD
d3 ban dau d3 dua vao triét hoc ctia cuu luc dia, dé roi
lan 1an tu tach ra va phat trién. Tinh t khi bai noi
chuyén cua Peirce ra dci, dén khi Dewey mat, CNTD da
trai qua 74 nam (1878 - 1952). Ho la nhirng triét gia
thudc CNTD cb dién (classical pragmatism).



V&i nhau, ho cling cé nhirng bat dong va tranh luan tuy
khong gay gat. Vd&i bén ngoai, ho bi cong kich khong it,
nhat la tu cac hoc gia Ki To giao. Nhung CNTD da lan
lan dugc mot s6 hoc gid chau Au, Bac My, chau My
Latin niém nd tiép nhan. Chinh tai Hoa Ky, CNTD ciing
bi khung lai, khdng phat trién ndi trong mot tha&i gian
mac du quan diém vé gido duc clia Dewey van con anh
hudng. Mai dé€n thap ky 1980, CNTD mdi hoi sinh nha
cac triét gia tan chu nghia thuc dung, trong dé ndi tiéng
nhat la Richard Rorty va Hilary Putman. N€éu co dip,
ngudi viét nay sé xin trinh bay ti€p vé tan chu nghia
thuc dung (neo-pragmatism) va mot vai ap dung cua
no.
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